Journal to Stella

LETTER IX

the second table, to avoid the crowd at the first: but it was
so cold, and so confounded a noise with the trumpets and
hautboys, that I grew weary, and stole away before the
second course came on: so I can give you no account of
it, which is a thousand pities. I called at Ludgate for
Dingley's glasses, and shall have them in a day or two;
and I doubt it will cost me thirty shillings for a micro-
scope, but not without Stella's permission; for I remember
she is a virtuoso. Shall I buy it or no ? 'Tis not the great
bulky ones, nor the common little ones, to impale a louse
(saving your presence) upon a needle's point; but of a more
exact sort, and clearer to the sight, with all its equipage
in a little trunk that you may carry in your pocket. Tell
me, sirrah, shall I buy it or not for you? I came home
straight, &c.

i6,25 I dined to-day in the city with Mr. Manley,26
who invited Mr. Addison and me, and some other friends,
to his lodging, and entertained us very handsomely. I
returned with Mr. Addison, and loitered till nine in the
Coffee-house, where I am hardly known by going so
seldom. I am here soliciting for Trounce; you know him:
he was gunner in the former yacht,27 and would fain be so
in the present one: if you remember him, a good lusty
fresh-coloured fellow. Shall I stay till I get another letter
from MD before I close up this ? Mr. Addison and I
meet a little seldomer than formerly, although we are still at
bottom as good friends as ever; but differ a little about party.

17. To-day I went to Lewis at the secretary*s office,
where I saw and spoke to Mr. Harley, who promised, in
a few days, to finish the rest of my business. I reproached
him for putting me on the necessity of minding him of it,
and rallied him, &c. which he took very well. I dined

25 On this day appeared Swift's third Examiner, No. 16 (15), in which
he adopts an attitude of persuasive impartiality between the extremes of
party.                      26 John Manley, Surveyor-General (p. 37 n,10).

2? The yacht used by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and the official^
at Dublin Castle for the crossing to England.

4949

97